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Purpose
The purpose of this document is to explain the non-medical referrer (NMR) agreement and the process for creating one.
References
· NMR Agreement Template (separate document on Q-Pulse).
· RA-EP-DUTYHOLDERS – Entitlement of Duty Holders under the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017 (IR(ME)R17).

· RA-EP-NMRENTITLE – Entitlement of Non-Medical Referrers.

· Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017 (2018). (IR(ME)R17) URL: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1322 Accessed 29/08/2023.
Scope
This applies to medical service leads who want to provide clinical pathways where staff who are not doctors or dentist can refer for Radiology procedures.

What is a Non-Medical Referrer (NMR) Agreement?
An NMR agreement is a framework set up between Radiology and the referring department or practice within which health care professionals who are not doctors or dentists may be entitled to refer for imaging.
The NMR agreement outlines the imaging examinations permitted within the agreement, which forms the scope of practice. It clearly states any exclusions such as age limits.

How to Apply for / Set Up an NMR Agreement












Amendments to Existing NMR Agreements







Appendix 1 – New NMR Agreement Application Form
To be completed by the medical service lead.

As the medical service lead you will be required to provide training and supervision to anyone entitled under this agreement.
	Specialty / GP Practice Requesting NMR Agreement
	

	For which role(s) is the non-medical referrer (NMR) agreement required? E.g. nurse.
	

	Why is the NMR agreement required?
	

	Will the NMR be working in an existing service or is a new service being created?
	

	If it is a new service, has a business case been completed? Include business case number.
	

	Requested scope of practice for NMR

(I.e. which examinations do the NMRs need to request?)
	


	Medical Service Lead Name and Signature
	

	Job Title
	

	Date
	


Please note: NMR agreements require review every three years.
For Radiology use:

	Date application received
	


	Names of Review Panel

	Name
	Job Role
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please delete as appropriate:

	Application for Non-Medical Referrer agreement

	Approved
	Rejected


	Reasons for Rejection (if applicable)


Appendix 2 – Amendment to NMR Agreement Application Form

To be completed by the medical service lead.

	Title of NMR agreement
	

	What amendment would you like?
	Minor changes

· Change in medical service lead or operational manager

· Termination of agreement



	
	Other / substantial changes (for example additional examinations required) (please state):



	Why is this amendment required?
	


Minor changes will be reviewed by the Radiation Protection Lead Radiologist but substantial changes will be reviewed by the NMR review panel.

For Radiology use:

	Date application reviewed
	


	Names of Review Panel

	Name
	Job Role
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please delete as appropriate:

	Amendment to NMR Agreement

	Approved
	Rejected


	Reasons for Rejection (if applicable)


IR(ME)R17 Schedule 2, 1b





Changes from Last Version of this Document:


First entry into Q-Pulse, however parts adapted from YT-POL-DEVAGREE (former non-medical referrer (NMR) process document).


Thorough review.


Forms of application for NMR agreement and amendment to an agreement (Appendices 1 and 2)








Medical service lead to complete application form (Appendix 1) and email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:yhs-tr.radiologynon-medical-referrer-enquiries@nhs.net" �yhs-tr.radiologynon-medical-referrer-enquiries@nhs.net� 





Radiology to consider application:


Application form reviewed by the Radiation Protection Consultant Radiologist, Consultant Radiologists in the clinical specialty(ies), Principal Radiographer(s) and Operational Manager(s).


This includes a review of the clinical suitability of the agreement and capacity analysis.


If approved by the above, the Radiology Use Only section of the form is signed and then sent to the Radiology Directorate Meeting for sign off. 





Approved





Not Approved





Medical service lead is contacted with justification for refusal.





Draft agreement drawn up and submitted along with signed approval form to medical service lead.





Medical service lead signs the agreement and returns it to � HYPERLINK "mailto:yhs-tr.radiologynon-medical-referrer-enquiries@nhs.net" �yhs-tr.radiologynon-medical-referrer-enquiries@nhs.net�





NMR agreement signed by Radiation Protection Lead Radiologist (or nominated deputy) and implemented.





NMR agreement subject to the governance procedures (including audit) outlined in the agreement.





Medical service lead to complete amendment application form (Appendix 2) and email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:yhs-tr.radiologynon-medical-referrer-enquiries@nhs.net" �yhs-tr.radiologynon-medical-referrer-enquiries@nhs.net�





Minor amendments to be reviewed by the Radiation Protection Consultant Radiologist or nominated deputy.





Substantial amendments to follow the process for new agreements as above.





Outcome decision to be communicated as per the new agreement process.








